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Straits, the squadron which had mutinied was flying the
flag of the revolution and attempted to prevent the passage
of the troops. Franco was flying to Tetuan.
The news of the occurrences in Africa did not arouse
Spain until the i8th. That morning an official note was
drawn up and sent over the air by the Union Radio which
said:
"A new criminal plot against the Republic has been
thwarted. The government did not wish to address the
nation until it had obtained exact information about the
developments and put into execution the measures necessary
and urgent to combat them.
"A part of the army which represents Spain in Morocco
has risen up in arms against the Republic, rebelling against
the nation, and perpetrating a shameful and criminal act of
rebellion against the legally constituted authority.
"The government makes known that the movement is
restricted exclusively to certain cities in the zone of the
Protectorate, and that no one, absolutely no one, in the
Peninsula has joined in such an absurd enterprise. On the
contrary the Spanish people have reacted unanimously and
with profound indignation against this reprehensible attempt
which was nipped in the bud.
"The government is pleased to make manifest that heroic
nuclei of loyal elements have resisted the insurrection in the
cities of the Protectorate, defending the honour of the
soldier's uniform, the prestige of the army, and the authority
of the Republic.
"At this very moment the forces of tlie Republic on the
land and sea, and in the air, which, with the unfortunate
exception designated, have remained faithful to their duty,
are on their way to put down the insurrection, a stupid and
shameful movement, with relentless energy.
"The government of the Republic has the situation well In